CONSOLIDATED ANNUITIES (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 9 December 1852 i—for, 

A “ COPY of the Memorial addressed to the Poor Law Commissioners in 
Ireland , from the Board of Guardians of the Ballyyaghan Union, in the 
County of Clare, in reference to the Consolidated Annuities in Ireland, 
dated the 13th day of September 1851.” 

Poor Law Commission, Dublin,! A. MOORE, 

18 December 1852. J Assistant Secretary. 



The Memorial of the Board of Guardians of the Ballyvaghan Union, in 
the County of Clare, 

Showeth, 

That having received a circular from the Commissioners in reference to the 
Labour Rate Annuity Act, and having been also called upon to pay to the Viee- 
guardians of the Ennistymon Union a claim put forward by them for 1,000 l., 
the Board have resolved to lay before the Commissioners a full statement of the 
embarrassed position of this Union, with a view of showing its utter inability to 
meet either of the above claims, and with the further hope that timely relief 
may be afforded out of the Rate in Aid Fund to enable this Board to sustain the 
pressure on them. 



Your Memorialists show that the Union of Ballyvaghan comprises the greater 
portion of the Barony of Burren, in the county of Clare, and formed, until 
February 1851, a portion of the Old Union of Ennistymon, and then consisted 
of the electoral districts of Burren, Carran, Drumcreehy, Killonehan, and Rath- 
borney ; that about 1 1 years since, a valuation (which was then considered over 
high) for Poor Law purposes of the Union of Ennistymon had been made by 
Mr. Powell ; and that in September 1850 anew valuation of that portion of its 
area now comprising the Ballyvaghan Union had been made or completed by 
Mr. Cannon, who reduced the old over-high valuation by only about one-third 
thereof, which reduction is altogether insufficient so as to have a fair and legal 
valuation for Poor Law purposes of the lands of the Union, and which reduction 
is scarcely sufficient to meet the fall in the prices of agricultural produce conse- 
quent on free trade ; without at all taking into account the disastrous influence 
of a protracted famine in the value of land, or without making an allowance of 
fully 50 per cent, for heavy poor rates. 

Your Memorialists further direct attention to the fact that, if their Union of 
Ballyvaghan would now be valued on a similar scale with the Union of Killady- 
sert, and other Unions in the same county, the present valuation thereof would 
be still further reduced by at least 20 per cent. more. 



Your Memorialists further state, that the Barony of Burren (which, as afore- 
said, with the exception of six or seven townlands, is coterminous with the 
present Union of Ballyvaghan) suffered and yet suffers from the potato blight 
more than any other district in Clare, owing to its mountainous structure and 
its greater elevation over the level of the sea. And your Memorialists further 
show, that while in such state of suffering, and wMe the aforesaid then enor- 
mously high valuation of Mr. Powell was in force, heavy and destructive rates 
were struck and levied oil the electoral districts now comprised m the Ballyvaghan 
Union from September 1848 to September 1849 inclusive amounting to . a 
poundage rate of from 12s. 1 Od. oil Drumcreehy, the highest rated district, 
no. A t0 
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to 105. 8 d. on Rathborney, the lowest-rated district, being an average poundage 
rate in the area of the present Ballyvaghan Union of 1 1 s. 8 d. within the above 
period. 

Your Memorialists show that such rate was, at the time of its collection, 
virtually, even on the present valuation by Mr. Cannon, a rate of 18 s. in the 
pound sterling, and upwards. 

Your Memorialists further show, that by the collection of such high rates, this 
Union became rapidly impoverished ; and that thereby, while whole townlands 
became, and yet are, waste and unoccupied, the greater part of the lands of the 
Union are not one-fourth part either fully stocked or cultivated ; that (as may 
appear by the recent police returns) not one-sixth the quantity of sheep that had 
been in the Union three years ago, or one-fourth the quantity of cattle than 
therein are now to be found in the whole of this Union, while, from emigration, 
famine, and pestilence, the population has been reduced to nearly one-half of 
what it had been at the commencement of the famine ; and at the same time, 
pauperism has so frightfully increased by the imposition of each successive rate 
in so famine-stricken a district, that more than one-fourth of the remaining 
population of the Union have recently been recipients of in-door and out-door 
relief, while the numbers of such paupers are, in consequence of the continued 
failure of the potato crop, sure to increase, particularly if heavy rates continue to 
be collected ; it being impossible, in a district without trade, manufactures, or 
commerce, for three-fourths of an impoverished rural population to support the 
remaining one-fourth in idleness, the heavy rates leaving them nothing for the 
sustenance of their own families. 

Your Memorialists show that the large rate of September 1849, of about 
55. 8 d. in the pound sterling on the old high valuation (equal to 85 . (id. on the 
present valuation), was struck, and intended for the support, till May 1850, of 
the paupers of the then five districts of Killonohan, Rathborney, Carran, Burren, 
and Drumcreehy, now forming as aforesaid our Union of Ballyvaghan ; and that, 
on the formation of this new Union, the Board of Guardians, as soon as they 
were enabled to procure the valuation books from Mr. Cannon (a valuator not 
appointed by them, but by the former Vice-guardians of the Old Ennistymon 
Union), proceeded at once to strike rates in the month of October 1850, on the 
several new electoral districts, to the following amounts, viz. : 





POUNDAGE 

BATE. 


NET VALUE. 


AMOUNT OP 
BATE. 




S. 


d. 


£• 


. 5 . 


d. 


£. 


s. <1. 


Drumcreehy - 


4 


1 


1,058 


10 


- 


217 


19 114« 


Derreen - 


5 


- 


719 


10 


- 


183 


7 6 


Gleninagh ----- 


5 


- 


618 


10 


- ; 


149 


10 - 


Lisdoonvarna - 


3 


1 


960 


- 


- 


150 


9 4 


Rathborney - 


2 


9 


1,082 


- 




153 


- 9 


Abbey - 


2 


8 


1,519 


- 




202 


2 8 


Qughtmama - 


2 


8 


957 


- 


- : 


132 


6 - 


Carran - 


1 


8 


1,246 


15 


- 


108 


15 - 


Castletown - 


1 


10 


1,090 


15 


- 


100 


7 6 


Mount Elva - 


1 


8 


1,392 


5 


- 


117 


2 11 


Noughaval - - - - 


1 


6 


1,700 


10 


- 


130 


1 9 



Your Memorialists further show that the valuation of Mr. Cannon was so 
unequal and erroneous, that a revision thereof became necessary ; and although 
advertisements were extensively circulated, no proper or competent valuator other 
than Mr. O’Brien offered his services to this Board ; and though he positively 
engaged to complete his revision of the valuation within a limited period, yet he 
delayed it for some time longer, whereby this Board were unable to strike a 
further rate till the month of July last ; but this Board respectfully submit, that 

inasmuch 
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inasmuch as they intend to strike another rate before the month of October 
next, rates will have been struck since August 1849 on the lands of this Union, 
according to their respective requirements, of larger amount than the rate- 
payers are able to endure, without a total annihilation of the residue of the 
farming stock and produce in the distressed districts of the Union ; and, as 
evidence thereof, your Memorialists beg leave to refer the Commissioners to 
their correspondence with them during the month of May last, whereby it may 
appear, that so desirous were this Board to strike rates sufficiently high for the 
requirements of each electoral district, that they declared rates as follows, viz. : 



Rathborney 


- 4 


7 


Abbey - 


- 3 


i 


Curran 


- 2 


3 


Castletown - 


_ 2 


10 


Drumcreeliy 


- 5 


9 


Gleninagli - 


- 9 


9 


Derreen 


- 7 


10 


Mount Elva 


. 2 


4 


Lisdoonvarna 


_ 4 


8 


Noughaval - 


- 1 


7 


Oughtmama 


- 3 


6 



But your Memorialists were forced, by the aforesaid communications from the 
Commissioners themselves, to reduce the amount of such rates to rates of the 
following amounts, struck by them in the month of July last, viz.: 





POUNDAGE . 


VALUATION. 


AMOUNT OF 
RATE. 




s. d. 


£. S. (1. 


£. s. d. 


Derreen 


5 - 


719 10 - 


179 17 6 


Gleninagh - 


5 


618 10 - 


154 12 6 


Drumcreeliy 


5 - 


1,058 10 - 


261 8 9 


Lisdoonvarna - 


4 8 


960 - - 


224 - - 


Rathborney - 


! 4 7 


1,082 - - 


247 19 - 



And so in proportion, according to their requirements, in the remaining 
Electoral Districts. And your Memorialists submit, that such their compliance 
with the recommendation of the Commissioners chiefly led to a great portion 
of the debt due by the distressed districts of this Union to the Enmstymon Vice- 
iruardians and this Board were the more ready to reduce such declared rating, 
bv the impression conveyed to their minds by the letters _ of the Commissioners 
that the Commissioners would procure for them a portion of the Rate in Aid 
Fund to assist in feeding the paupers of the above over-burthened and pauperised 
districts of the Union, particularly as the Rate in Aid was wrongfully levied off 
this Union - and your Memorialists show that the small sum given to the Union 
out of the Rate in Aid Fund was, by orders of the Commissioners, set apart for 
building purposes, consequent on the alteration of the Union and that so far 

from such disposal of such sum affording rniy relief to the Union it entailed a 

hefy outlay from the rates of the Union in completing such building, and in 
providing the same with bedding, clothing, and furniture. 

Your Memorialists further show, that the rate in Noughaval district was com- 
narativelv light from the advantages it possesses by the arrangements of the 
Poof Law Boundary Commissioners over the other districts, by reason of its 
greater value and Stent and its smaller population , and that the rate in Mount 
was iustlv and meritoriously lighter than on some other electoral districts, 
because 3 ( as the Commissioners may ascertain the fact from the W 

9 °- 
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repayment of such expenditure to the Lords of the Treasury imposes a burthen 
heavier than any rates on the properties of Messrs. Creagh, while, in the district 
of Abbey, William J. Skerrett, esq., a resident proprietor, has been also giving- 
extensive employment on his demesne, which has tended to reduce the require- 
ments of that district; and your Memorialists respectfully submit, that in 
considering or examining the amount of rates struck in the Union, it would be 
illegal, unjust, and unfair to calculate an average of such rates, and that such an 
uncandid course, if pursued, would tend to mislead or delude as to the real state 
of the Union. 

Your Memorialists further submit, that although their Union is now in a 
more impoverished state than any other in Clare, or perhaps in Ireland yet 
they have not had the advantages of emigration for paupers afforded to’ less 
distressed Unions, by which the pressure on them was relieved ; because, from 
the regulations of the Commissioners, and this Union not being long formed 
this Board were not allowed to send to Australia more than two pauper girls’ 
although more than 100 are now eligible for emigration, and because no grant 
for emigration to America was allowed to them, as it had been to better circum- 
stanced Unions, which advantage this Union, as well from its pauperism, so 
disproportionate to its value, as from its want of workhouse accommodation "is 
pre-eminently entitled to. And your Memorialists respectfully and earnestly 
hope that means will be speedily placed at their disposal to enable them to send 
to America at least 100 of their female paupers ; and your Memorialists further 
show, that they are in debt to contractors for necessaries supplied to the work- 
house in the sum of about 1,100/., and that the arrears outstanding of the 
present rate, even if collected off the waste and unoccupied towulands and farms 
of the Union,' would be insufficient to pay such contractors, and would leave 
nothing for discharge of any part of the sum of 1,000 /. claimed by the Vice- 
guardians of the Ennistymon Union, or for the present support of the. paupers 
of the Union. And your Memorialists hope that the Commissioners will not 
enforce payment of the debt claimed by the Vice-guardians of the Ennistymon 
Union, especially as the latter have been particularly favoured in having received 
out of the Rate in Aid Funds about 10,000/. (as Memorialists have been in- 
formed) for the new and circumscribed Union of Ennistymon ; and in any case, 
your Memorialists object to the whole of the claim of the Vice-guardians, and deny 
its accuracy to a considerable extent, inasmuch as it has been recently disco- 
vered that a large number of persons long previously dead, who had left the 
Ennistymon Workhouse months before, had remained in that Union workhouse- 
books up to Saturday, the 30th of August, and even up to a later period, wrong- 
fully charged against the Ballyvaghan Union ; and into this fact your Memo- 
rialists seek a full inquiry. 

And your Memorialists show that, although they have for the present 
discontinued out-door relief, yet they apprehend that such out-door relief must 
shortly be resumed ; and your Memorialists show that the requirements of the 
distressed electoral districts of the Union, arid the support of their pauperism, 
cannot be at all relieved from any amount of rate from the districts liable 
thereto, even if the whole of the cattle, sheep, farming stock, and agricultural 
produce of their districts would be swept away by the rate-collectors. Your 
Memorialists further show, that the requirements of the several electoral 
districts would require, for the next twelve months, rates of the following 
amount, viz. : 

Gleninagli, poundage of - 
Derreen „ 

Drungcreeliy „ 

Lisdoonvarna „ 

Rathborney „ 

Abbey - „ _ 

Carran - „ 

Castletown „ 

Mount Elva „ 

Noughaval „ 

Oughtmama „ 



£. s. d. 
-18- 
- 16 - 
- - 18 - 

- - 17 6 

- - 15 - 

- - 10 - 
- - 8 - 
--86 

- - 7 11 

- - 12 6 

Your 
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Your Memorialists further show, that the other taxes for the year amounted 
on the Poor Law valuation to 4 s. 6 d. in the pound sterling additional, viz. : 

s. d. 

Grand Jury Rates - - - - - 3 - in the pound. 

Tithe Rent Charges l 5J 

Quit and Crown Rent - - - - - 6 „ 

Your Memorialists hope that the above facts will he taken into your serious 
consideration, and that the influence of the Commissioners will be used with the 
Lords of the Treasury to convince the latter that it is inexpedient to issue their 
certificate to compel this Union to pay any portion of the demand of the 
Treasury under the Annuity Act, and that the Lords Commissioners may exer- 
cise the discretionary power which is vested in them of withholding their certifi- 
cate as against this distressed Union of Ballyvaglian. And your Memorialists 
further show, that the issuing of such certificate would speedily cause the whole 
of this Union to become an uninhabited waste. And your Memorialists cannot 
refrain from calling your attention to the injustice of calling on them to contri- 
bute a sum of 3,327 1- as their alleged proportion of the cost of building the 
Ennistymon Workhouse, which would be an annual rent of about 330 1. a year 
for the use of that workhouse for the last 10 years, and your Memorialists 
object to such item in the account furnished, and the more particularly so as 
they are now called upon to sign a bond in the sum of 6,200 1. for the building 
of their own parent workhouse in Ballyvaglian. 

And your Memorialists object altogether, particularly in the present insolvent 
circumstances of the Union, to the other items furnished in the account to them, 
especially to the labour rate charge. 

Your Memorialists further show, that in consequence of many farms being 
now waste, very little of the outstanding rate is collectable ; and as the con- 
tractors are threatening to withhold the necessary supplies to the workhouse, in 
consequence of the debts due to them. 

Your Memorialists hope that a portion of the Rate in Aid Fund may be speedily 
placed at their disposal, to enable them to meet the increasing destitution of the 
many pauperised districts of this impoverished Union. 

Signed on behalf of the Board, 

15 September 1851. Pier sc Crcagh. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray. 

Dated this 15th day of September 1851. 

Signed on behalf and by order of the Board, 

Pierse Creagh. 
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